CHEMISTRY   IN   AMERICA
dissolve every substance in nature, and to which he gave the name of the alcakest, he declared to the world he had discovered it, and published a book in which he gave an account of many of its operations. This book abounds with the wildest extravagances and most palpable contradictions. In several passages of it he tells of his having dissolved various substances in the alcakest, in vessels hermetically sealed, in which operations, although the substances were readily dissolved, the vessels appear to have remained undissolved by this universal solvent. Van Helmont has likewise written much on the subject of the alcakest, and has the effrontery to declare" that he possessed for a considerable time a vial containing this wonderful liquor, but that it was given to him, and afterwards taken away from him.
In addition to the panacea and alcahest, Paracelsus declared himself possessed of the philosopher's stone. Thus he persuaded the greater part of his contemporaries that he was possessed of what they conceived the two greatest blessings man can enjoy, the unlimited power of increasing his wealth and prolonging his life. Against the truth of an opinion so generally entertained by his contemporaries we shall offer but one objection. Paracelsus at the latter end of his life wandered about Europe in poverty, and died at the age of forty-eight, to the disgrace of his boasted aurum potabile, azophs, little demons, elixirs, and immortal catholicons, after a few days' sickness at a public inn at Saltzburg, although he had flattered himself that by the use of his elixer proprietatis he should live as long as Methuselah.
The failure of Paracelsus did not intimidate others from pursuing the chimera, among the number, Cassius, known by his precipitate of gold; Libavius, whose name is affixed to a preparation of tin; Sir Kenelm Digby, who believed in the sympathetic action of medicaments; Van Helmont, famous for his medical opinions and chemical notions; and
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